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September 10, 2009
The Honorable 
United States Senate

Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC  20510


Re:
In Memory Plaque

Dear Senator :


On behalf of Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America, we are requesting your   support in rectifying the situation with the current conditions regarding the In Memory Plaque.  For a few years now, we have worked very closely with the Vietnam Veterans of America to find ways, to no avail, to fix this memorial to Vietnam veterans who have died after the war from issues and health conditions related to their service. 
The Problem:


In 2004, the In Memory Plaque was dedicated.  A 2’x 3’ granite slab, it is located adjacent to the Three Fighting Men statue.  Its purpose is stated in its inscription:  “In memory of the men and women who served in the Vietnam War and latter died as a result of their service.  We honor and remember their sacrifice.”


The original plan called for this plaque to be elevated and canted to set it apart form the fieldstones that form the surface fronting the Frederick Hart sculpture.  However, the granite plaque was set flush with the rest of the fieldstone making it essentially invisible to visitors.  Despite efforts to increase its readability, most visitors do not even know that it’s there.  it is ill-lit.  It is often obliterated by fallen leaves and twigs, and unknowingly stepped on by visitors.  it has never achieved sufficient “presence” to honor those it commemorates.  This is not what was envisioned by those who fought to realize it.


This situation has upset and offended many families of veterans who have passed on, as well as Vietnam Veterans.  This situation needs to be rectified.

The Solution:

The granite plaque needs to be redone in a thicker slab of granite or other stone and then be raised above ground and canted so as to be easily readable, and to help deflect falling foliage.  it also needs to be properly lit for viewing after dark.

The Process:

The only reason the plaque was installed in the first place was because of the actions of Congress as set forth in Public Law 106-214.  Some have suggested that new legislation may be needed, but our review of the statute and its legislative history make it clear to us, that getting this fixed is well within the discretionary authority of the Secretary of Interior.  We do not think additional legislation by Congress is necessary if the In Memory Plaque is to be what it was intended to be:  an honor and homage to men and women who died from causes related to their service in Vietnam, yet who are ineligible to have their names inscribed on The Wall.


Senator Tester and Beglich from the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee have both sent letters as well as many others to the Secretary asking for his assistance.  We would dearly love to have a rededication of this Veterans Day and that is certainly still in reach.


We are requesting from you a letter of support, to be mailed to the Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary to the Department of the Interior and requesting that the Department take immediate action on this.  

Many of our organization’s families visit this site each year to honor their veteran spouse who has died as a result of their service in Vietnam.  We have received many heart-wrenching calls from them seeking answers to why the problem – the lack of visibility of the plaque, the difficulty in reading it – have not been fixed.


Again, we thank you for taking the time and making the effort to assist us.







Very truly yours,








C. ELAINE SIMMONS, President








NANCY S. SWITZER, Chairwoman








Legislative Committee








585-737-2169 (Cell)

NSS/pc

C:
Central File

